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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement for Claim 9. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. The specification fails to describe exactly how each user 
represents a unique individual. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ueno et al. (US Patent 6,226,670, hereinafter Ueno), in view of Srivastava et al. (US 
Patent 6,374,292, hereinafter Srivastava). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Ueno in view of Srivastava discloses a system for directing 
the group intended electronic communication to the group mailbox wherein said 
electronic communication in said group mailbox being accessible by multiple members 
of the group, the electronic communication having a status indicating action taken on 
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the electronic communication by a member of the group, the status providing visibility of 
actions taken with respect to the electronic communication by one member of the group 
to other members of the group. 

In the disclosure for his invention, Ueno teaches that a mail receptor may 
accumulate the received e-mail in the group mail spools corresponding to the group 
mail address [Col 3, Lines 25-39], but does not explicitly disclose wherein said 
electronic communication in said group mailbox being accessible by multiple members 
of the group, the electronic communication having s status indicating action taken on 
the electronic communication by a member of the group, the status providing visibility of 
actions taken with respect to the electronic communication by one member of the group 
to other members of the group. 

Srivastava, for his invention, however, discloses client/server data 
communication systems, and, in particular, to a mail server included in an e-mail system 
for use within a client/server data processing system [Srivastava: Col 1, Lines 30-35]. 
He further discloses an internet e-mail system (300) including an internet mail server 
(301) coupled to a user mailbox (303, and in a preferred embodiment, the mail server 
(301) includes a message store unit (304) coupled to a transfer unit (302) that is used to 
store messages for later transmission to the user mailbox (303) [Fig. 2] [Col 4 Lines 25- 
43]. 

Additionally, in Figure 3, Srivastava discloses the message store (304) organized 
as a set of folders and user mailboxes. Individual users may own folders and/or 
mailboxes, and ownership of a folder or mailbox can be also be assigned to, or shared 
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by, a group or common users (e.g., shared folders 408) [Col 4, Lines 52-61], (shared 
mailbox [Col 5 Line 61 - Col 6 Line 8] [Fig. 3]. In a preferred embodiment, he further 
teaches that only one copy of each message is maintained in the message store (304), 
and in the case where the message store receives a message addressed to a 
group/multiple users (based upon an associated distribution list), a reference (link) to 
the message is placed in each user's inbox rather than having a copy of the message in 
each user's inbox associated with the group. Under this embodiment, multiple 
instances or copies of an e-mail message do not exist, and thus only one copy of the 
message is available for delivery, retrieval, and/or manipulation by a user or users of a 
group. Also, according to Srivastava, status information (i.e., new, unread, replied to, 
deleted, etc.) corresponding to individual messages received is maintained per mailbox 
group [Col 4, Line 65 - Col 5, Line 8], and based on the disclosure, applies to both 
group mailboxes and individually owned mailboxes. 

It would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify and/or combine Ueno's invention with the feature of providing a 
group mailbox wherein e-mail messages addressed to a group of users (in association 
with a distribution list) can be stored and access to the message is shared by users of 
the group for processing, to include maintenance of status information for the message 
as disclosed by Srivastava, for the motivation of saving disk space [Col 5, Line 5]. 
4. Regarding Claim 2, Srivastava further discloses the setting of indications [Col 5, 
Lines 5-8]. 
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5. Regarding Claim 3, Srivastava further discloses the second setting [Col 5, Lines 
5-8]. 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Srivastava further discloses that each indicator is indicative 
of whether the corresponding user has selected the group email message [Col 4, Line 
52 - Col 5, Line 8, adding a reference to the message in each user's inbox]. 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Srivastava further discloses the read indicator [Col 5, Lines 
5-8]. The indicator that indicates whether the corresponding user has opened the group 
email message is considered the same as the indicator that the corresponding user has 
read the group email message. 

8. Regarding Claim 6, Srivastava further discloses the delete indicator [Col 5, Lines 
5-8]. 

9. Regarding Claim 7, Srivastava further discloses means for indicating whether a 
user has deleted the group message [Col 4, Line 52 - Col 5, Line 8, adding a reference 
to the message in each user's inbox]. 

10. Regarding Claim 8, both Ueno and Srivastava do not disclose the use of an XML 
tag for the indicator. However, Stark et al. [Pub. No. US 2003/0233420 A1, hereinafter 
Stark] discloses embedded XML tags that describe certain attributes of messages 
[Page 3, Para. 0035]. It would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use an XML tag for the indicator. 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 1 0, Ueno in view of Srivastava discloses a method for directing 
the group intended electronic communication to the group mailbox wherein said 
electronic communication in said group mailbox being accessible by multiple members 
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of the group, the electronic communication having a status indicating action taken on 
the electronic communication by a member of the group, the status providing visibility of 
actions taken with respect to the electronic communication by one member of the group 
to other members of the group. 

In the disclosure for his invention, Ueno teaches that a mail receptor may 
accumulate the received e-mail in the group mail spools corresponding to the group 
mail address [Col 3, Lines 25-39], but does not explicitly disclose wherein said 
electronic communication in said group mailbox being accessible by multiple members 
of the group, the electronic communication having s status indicating action taken on 
the electronic communication by a member of the group, the status providing visibility of 
actions taken with respect to the electronic communication by one member of the group 
to other members of the group. 

Srivastava, for his invention, however, discloses client/server data 
communication systems, and, in particular, to a mail server included in an e-mail system 
for use within a client/server data processing system [Srivastava: Col 1, Lines 30-35]. 
He further discloses an internet e-mail system (300) including an internet mail server 
(301) coupled to a user mailbox (303, and in a preferred embodiment, the mail server 
(301) includes a message store unit (304) coupled to a transfer unit (302) that is used to 
store messages for later transmission to the user mailbox (303) [Fig. 2] [Col 4 Lines 25- 
43]. 

Additionally, in Figure 3, Srivastava discloses the message store (304) organized 
as a set of folders and user mailboxes. Individual users may own folders and/or 
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mailboxes, and ownership of a folder or mailbox can be also be assigned to, or shared 
by, a group or common users (e.g., shared folders 408) [Col 4, Lines 52-61], (shared 
mailbox [Col 5 Line 61 - Col 6 Line 8] [Fig. 3]. In a preferred embodiment, he further 
teaches that only one copy of each message is maintained in the message store (304), 
and in the case where the message store receives a message addressed to a 
group/multiple users (based upon an associated distribution list), a reference (link) to 
the message is placed in each user's inbox rather than having a copy of the message in 
each user's inbox associated with the group. Under this embodiment, multiple 
instances or copies of an e-mail message do not exist, and thus only one copy of the 
message is available for delivery, retrieval, and/or manipulation by a user or users of a 
group. Also, according to Srivastava, status information (i.e., new, unread, replied to, 
deleted, etc.) corresponding to individual messages received is maintained per mailbox 
group [Col 4, Line 65 - Col 5, Line8], and based on the disclosure, applies to both group 
mailboxes and individually owned mailboxes. 

1 2. It would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify and/or combine Ueno's invention with the feature of providing a 
group mailbox wherein e-mail messages addressed to a group of users (in association 
with a distribution list) can be stored and access to the message is shared by users of 
the group for processing, to include maintenance of status information for the message 
as disclosed by Srivastava, for the motivation of saving disk space [Col 5, Line 5]. 

1 3. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Srivastava further discloses the read indicator [Col 5, Lines 
5-8]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/686,429 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2143 

14. Regarding Claim 12, Srivastava further discloses the delete indicator [Col 5, 
Lines 5-8]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 5. Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The specification fails to describe exactly how each user represents a unique individual. 

16. Claim 9 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael C. Lai whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3236. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marvin Lateef can be reached on (571 ) 272-5026. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Michael C. Lai 
24APR2007 




